
The Services

Mastering Services:

• Mastering for CD-Audio/Extra
• Mastering for DVD-Audio/Hybrid
• Digital and Analog Editing
• Audio Restoration & Forensics
• Hi-Resolution Master Transfers
• Compilation, Re-Sequencing
• Sample-rate Conversion
• File Format Conversion

Technical Services:

• Electronic Design –
from Components to Systems

• Equipment Modification
• Prototyping and Manufacture
• Studio Installation
• Maintenance and Repair

Custom CD-R & DVD-R Services:

• Fast Turnaround for 1 to 50 Discs
• Production Master Standard
• Photo Quality Disc Printing
• Transfers from DAT, CD, Mini-Disc,

Vinyl, Cassette, Open Reel,
VHS / Beta (PCM or Hi-Fi), etc

• Production Masters, Pre-release, 
Demo’s, Theatre Cues, Displays, 
Announcements, Answer-phones.

What is Mastering?

Mastering is the last part of the creative process
before the mass reproduction of your project to CD or
DVD. In addition to ensuring correct track order,
levels and spacing, it is the last opportunity to fine-
tune each individual recording.

Most importantly a Production Master is produced
which must meet all the appropriate technical
standards. A sub-standard master can only produce
sub-standard product.

Equalisation and Dynamics Control can be applied to
balance the tracks against each other, and to ensure
the optimum tonal quality and volume. Careful
adjustment here can also be used to subtly shift the
apparent mix of the instruments.

Spacial Control can be added to alter the perceived
sound image, as can additional reverb or special
effects. Hiss, Hum and Clicks can be removed or
minimised and excessive Sibilance, or “esses”, can
be tamed.

Digital Editing can be creatively used to replace
beats, repeat choruses or compose new
arrangements. Additional instrumentation or sound
effects can even be added for further enhancement, if
required.

Mastering moulds a collection of songs into a
coherent album. It is the critical link to ensure that the
CD or DVD that comes back from the factory
presents your music in the best way possible.

…where
Mastering
is an ART,

not a
 Computer
Program!
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The Hype:

Would you call yourself a motor mechanic
because you own a bunch of spanners?

No?  Then why trust your precious mixes
to just anyone with a computer
and some hi-tech software?

Many recording studios are now offering mastering as an
extra, and there are plenty of home-recording plug-ins
available, but the Mastering phase can
‘make’ or destroy the recording.

Mastering is often described as a “black
art”, and for good reason. Years of
experience are required to become an
accomplished Mastering Engineer.

Soundwarp specialises in Mastering. We
have three professional studios, a range
of analogue and digital processing
equipment, tape and disc machines to
cater to just about any stereo (or mono)
format ever invented, from 78rpm records
to the latest in digital, and of course,
several computers loaded with hi-tech
software.

Most importantly, we have the experience
and the know-how.

Whether you have a great recording that
just needs a final polish and a guaranteed
Production Master, a less than perfect mix that needs
“rescuing”, or a recording (eg. vinyl or cassette) which
needs serious restoration, Soundwarp is at your service.

Perhaps best of all, Mastering at Soundwarp is realistically
priced. Compare our rates.

For more info, call, email or visit www.soundwarp.com.au.
You’re more than welcome to drop in for half an hour for a
demo or a chat (but please call first).

Soundwarp is available for bookings 24 hrs, 7 days.
Located at Brookvale, on Sydney’s Northern Beaches, we
are just half an hour out from the city and less than ten
minutes to the beach.

The Facilities:

Soundwarp has an extensive range of
Mastering hardware and software, including:

·  Digital and Analogue Equalisation

·  Multiband and Wideband Compression & Limiting

·  Stereo Spread, De-ess, Reverb, M-S

·  Sample-rate Conversion, Format Conversion

·  Click / Hum / Hiss / Noise Removal, etc.

Digital tape, disc and file formats, (CD, DVD, DAT, MD,
PCM, .wav, .aiff, .mp3, .wma, etc), are supported, at
applicable sample rates up to 192 kHz, and 32 bit depth.

Soundwarp is also well equipped for stereo analogue tape.
All speeds, track formats and reel sizes are catered for.
The Ampex ATR100, with ¼” & ½” headblocks, is world-
renowned for its exceptional quality and tape handling.

For Vinyl / Acetate transfers, the custom-modified turntable
is continuously variable from below 16 rpm to above 78
rpm. Our range of cartridges and styli cater for any era.

Also available are Cassette, VHS & Beta playback systems.

The Rates:

·  DVD-Audio, 96/24 Mastering $165 / hr

·  CD Mastering, Analog Editing $132 / hr

·  Digital Editing, Compilation $88 / hr

·  Real-time Dubbing, Cloning $66 / hr

·  Audio Restoration, Forensics $ P.O.A.

(Incl. GST)

The People:

Meredith Brooks is our main Mastering
Engineer. She has been Mastering for
twenty-something years, many of which as
Senior Mastering Engineer with CBS
Records & Sony Music and now, for the
last ten years, at Soundwarp.

Her experience ranges from analogue tape
editing, through the birth of digital audio, to
CD and DVD. Meredith Brooks is, without a
doubt, one of the most experienced
Mastering Engineers in this country.

Meredith’s credits include Midnight Oil,
Mick Jagger, Big Audio Dynamite II, Bruce
Cale, Australian Chamber Orchestra,
Mental As Anything, Bernie Lynch, Jim
Kelly, Rita Hunter, Ralph Pyl, Bob Barnard,
“Babe” Soundtrack, Celibate Rifles, Bruce

Mathiske, Severed Heads, “X”, Jeremy Donovan,
Anthony McGloin, Madison McKoy, to name but a few...

Bill Syratt, Audio Engineer and Technical Specialist, has
been around the industry just as long. He is responsible
for keeping Soundwarp, and the clients’ projects, at the
forefront of technology and critical quality control.

Bill’s background includes Broadcast and Studio
electronics, recording and live mixing. As Live Engineer,
Bill has mixed hundreds of performances by such artists
as Eva Trout, Welcome Mat, Chris Bailey, Frente, Crystal
Set, Billy Baxter, Smudge, The Clouds, Killjoys, Toys
Went Berserk, Peso Kim, and many, many others.


